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ELLEEDITOR'S LETTER

BRANDED!

ecause of my role here at ELLE, I'm often asked by
readers, reporters, friends, and the most tenuous of
acquaintances what I wear/use/am lusting after
from our great big marketplace. Everything from
fashion and accessories to books, movies, and anti-
aging products to, as one woman inquired, shrinks.
(“You must know a lot of ‘em, right?” Did she mean
personally? Or from the stories we run in the maga-
zine?) I have to hide my impulse to say “All of it! 1
wantitall!” Every single look from Céline; the new
iPad (though my “old” one does everything I could possibly want);
and tickets to The Book of Mormon and Kanye West and
Mary J. Blige (if you haven't seen her live, you must, you must) at
the Essence Music Festival in New Orleans, a show to which
I'd be happy to drive in my seven-year-old Audi Allroad.

Dig down and it's a pretty interesting question: Surrounded by
so much to consume, the daily choices we make not only about
what to buy but how to live reveal who we are. For this, our editors’
picks issue (picking is what editors do every month, really: tell you
what we love or what we think is important/interesting/entertain-
ing), 'm wondering what my stuff says about me. Rightnow 'mon
a plane (United, though it still has the Continental logo), writ-
ing on my MacBook (I see as I type the Tiffany wedding band
on my left hand; two Reinstein/Ross bands on my right, each
representing one of my children), returning from the opening of
the ELLE Spa at the fab Eden Roc hotel in Miami Beach (the
first of its kind), an event to which I wore a gray Calvin Klein
dress, Cartier earrings, Elie Tahari sandals, and two Tod’s
bracelets. Today 'm in J Brand jeans, a white Theory tank top,
a black J.Crew cashmere cardigan, and ancient Calvin Klein
sandals (through which peeks my ELLE beauty-editor-approved
Essie pedicure). It's only 10 A, and already I've put on my
Napoleon Perdis foundation on top of Dr. Macrene 37 Ex-
treme Actives anti-aging cream, Dr. Dennis Gross Skincare
Alpha Beta, and Dr. Brandt Time Arrest Créme, over a layer of
Neutrogena Ultimate Sport Sunblock Lotion SPF 70+ I'm wear-
ing Bobbi Brown pink lipstick, M,A.C False Lashes mascara,
Chanel eye shadow, Estée Lauder Aliage perfume—a fra-
grance that elicits compliments from friends and strangers alike—
Sonia Kashuk concealer, Bobbi Brown Beach body lotion,
and Bausch + Lomb contacts, all hidden under Tom Ford sun-
glasses. (On reflection, probably more coverage than I needed for
aplaneride!) I dragged my Louis Vuitton rolling travel bag and
Céline carryall onto the Boeing 737 instead of checking them
because traffic at the Lincoln Tunnel will be insane (even with the
E-ZPass), and I don't want to waste a minute at Newark waiting
forbaggage. L also brought along my own Starbucks tall drip and
the latest thriller from Lee Child, in case [ finish this letter and a
few pieces from this week’s New Yorker. As I was frantically
packing to leave this morning, the TV tuned to ESPN, Soraya
Fays from the great Miami boutique The Webster did me a huge
favor and came to my room with dresses and shoes she'd pulled
from the store; in five minutes I became the proud owner of anavy
Maison Martin Margiela dress and black Lanvin skirt. I'm
looking forward to getting home and seeing the excitement on my
kids' faces when I give them the Miami Heat T-shirts I picked up
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for them, which we’ll put into rotation with the Yankees and
St. Louis Cardinals gear filling up our apartment on West
End Avenue in Manhattan. With resort in full swing, I also
find myself making mental preorders at Derek Lam, Jason Wu,
Carolina Herrera, and Calvin Klein, but we've only seen
about & quarter of the shows, so the list will grow, even as my
income remains the same.

This simple accounting shocks me. I'm usually not aware of the
many acquisitions [ live among, and while I do know that my fam-
ily, my work, and swimming give me the most pleasure, I also
know that I get a thrill from my things. The delight in my stuff
doesn’t make me an unkind or even ungenerous person, I don’t
think, though it’s a constant task for all of us to balance our personal
consumption against the needs of others, because for most people
on earth life actually is nasty, brutish, and short—don’t most of us
feel a duty to help alleviate that?

All this said, the editors’ picks I like the most are the ones we
get to make every issue: for instance, our choice to put the first ever
man on our cover, Justin Timberlake, who's clutching a gorgeous
Mila Kunis, his costar in the summer comedy Friends With
Benefits. Why JT for this momentous occasion? Because he’s a
modern renaissance man—and we always fall for a good dancer.
Writer Holly Millea puts the couple through a sort of Newlywed
Game/How Well Do You Know Your Costar? POP quiz, uncover-
ing between them that ineffable quality that sends us into movie
theaters in the first place: chemistry.

Laurie Abraham takes a look at Catherine Hakim’s provoca-
tive new book, Erotic Capital, which posits that women should
use that God-given chemistry, er, “sexual capital” at home and at
work, and that friends without benefits are no kind of friends at
all. Hakim says we girls have to stop wasting our time and natu-
ral resources chasing love when something much more important
hangs in the balance: power. But what are you going to do with
all that power once you have it? Live alone on your private island
estate? (Carter Smith and Joe Zee's cover shoot with Justin and
Mila suggests that both have sexual capital to spare.)

Fashion always sits at the crossroads of sex and power, and in
one season it can give us the femme coquette at Nina Ricei and
the femme fatale at Givenchy. As Irina Aleksander explores in
her essay on the fall collections (“American Splendor,” page 60),
a new kind of “body con” has entered designers’ conversation:
a more fluid and less exacting silhouette that neither overtly dis-
plays nor conceals the body, but rather eases its way around it.
Of course, with all this capital floating around—sexual, financial,
social, and otherwise—what I've finally gotten square with is that
the one resource we have that’s not renewable is time. Invest wisely.

Gatude Wews

Photographed by Carter Smith
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